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Sigh

Have yourself a funky
little Christmas

BY RICK MASSIMO
JOURNAL Pop MUSIC WRITER

Looking back on the 16 Christmas discs I got this year, it’s
actually not a bad crop; certainly nothing as screamingly awful
as Jessica Simpson’s offering two years ago (still haven’t gotten
the worst moments of that out of my head). And three local
offerings, ranging from pretty good to very good. -

What it’s missing, however, is the purely bizarre. There’'s no
The American Song-Poem Christmas in this year’s bag; no per-
sonalized CDs for your dog. Everyone’s gone earnest this year.
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' well as less-known stuff such
s as “The Gift” (in a duet with
th_lS yea,r Jenifer Hamilton) and “Be-
' lieve,” perhaps best kno;\lrln for
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on “Littler Drummer Boy/
Peace on Earth,” David Bowie-
Bing Crosby style.

It’s mostly demo quality,
with a small band and often
just piano accompaniment (the
swinging piano-and-bass ver-
sion of “God Rest Ye Merry
Gentlemen” is a highlight), the
better to put the focus on Bo-
nin’s voice. Deep and strong,
it’s got real potential. Keep an
eye out.
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